
Request	for	Qualifications	
Hillsborough	Street	Streetscape,	Phase	II	
Raleigh,	North	Carolina	

 
 
P.O. Box 590 
Raleigh, NC  27602 
919.996.3610 
www.raleighnc.gov/arts 

	

RFQ	–	Hillsborough	Street	Streetscape,	Phase	II		
Deadline	to	Apply:		Friday,	October	11,	2013		at	5:00	p.m.	 Page	1	
	

Summary:	
The	City	of	Raleigh	invites	artists	or	artist	teams	experienced	with	streetscape	public	art	projects	to	
submit	qualifications	to	work	as	a	consulting	member	of	the	project	design	team	for	public	art	as	a	part	of	
the	Hillsborough	Street	Phase	II	streetscape	project.	Artists	must	be	United	States	citizens	or	permanent	
residents.	Up	to	three	semifinalists	will	be	selected	to	develop	preliminary	concept	proposals	for	this	
project.	Each	finalist	or	finalist	team	will	receive	a	$1,750	stipend.	
	
Qualifications	must	be	submitted	by	5:00	p.m.	EDT	on	Friday,	Oct.	11,	2013.	There	is	no	fee	to	submit	
qualifications.	
	
Budget:	
The	project	budget	for	the	selected	public	artist	or	artist	team	will	not	exceed	$83,750,	inclusive	of	
expenses	such	as	but	not	limited	to	artist’s	design	consultant	fee,	research	and	design	development,	
travel,	attendance	and	presentation	of	concepts,	preparation	of	design	and	construction	documents,	
fabrication	oversight	and	other	related	costs.		The	artist	will	collaborate	with	the	project	design	team	in	
order	to	develop	the	public	art	project	concepts	and	plans.				
	
Hillsborough	Streetscape	Project	Overview:	
Phase	II	of	this	project	will	modify	Hillsborough	Street	from	the	existing	configuration	of	a	multi‐lane	
undivided	roadway	section	to	a	two‐lane	divided	roadway	with	raised	median	from	Gardner	Street	to	
Rosemary	and	Shepherd	Streets.	The	project	will	include,	but	is	not	limited	to,	roadway	design,	
streetscape	design,	drainage	design,	erosion	control	plans,	pavement	marking/signage	plans,	utility	
coordination/relocation	plans,	traffic	control	plans	and	traffic	signal	modification	plans.	
	
Phase	II	of	the	Hillsborough	Street	redevelopment	carries	an	average	of	20,000–21,000	vehicles	per	day.	
The	project	will	improve	the	usability	of	the	corridor	with	a	“complete	streets”	design	approach	to	
provide	better	access	for	traffic,	cyclists	and	pedestrians.	A	fully	functional	multi‐modal	corridor	will	
improve	safety	and	provide	a	sustainable	solution	along	this	important	business	district	and	the	northern	
perimeter	of	the	NC	State	University	campus.		
	
The	project	objective	is	to	prepare	and	implement	a	streetscape	plan	to	address	needed	improvements	
within	the	street	right‐of‐way,	including	sidewalk	repair/replacement,	traffic	circles,	street	trees	between	
curb	and	sidewalk	and	overhead	utility	consolidation/cleanup,	while	promoting	Complete	Street	design	
standards.	
				
Hillsborough	Street	is	a	very	active	corridor	for	the	City	of	Raleigh.	Phase	I	of	the	Hillsborough	Street	
Streetscape	project	was	completed	in	2010	and	there	are	plans	for	additional	phases	in	the	future.		Phase	
I	did	not	have	a	dedicated	art	component.	
		
The	City	of	Raleigh	is	seeking	to	include	an	artist	or	artist	team	to	assist	the	project	design	team	with	the	
concept	and	plan	development	for	art	and	aesthetic	integration	for	the	overall	project,	as	a	part	of	the	
design	phase,	and	oversee	fabrication,	with	the	potential	to	also	produce	artwork,	during	the	
construction	phase.			
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Public	art	at	selected	sites	is	authorized	by	the	Half	Percent	for	Art	ordinance	established	by	the	Raleigh	
City	Council	in	2009	and	implemented	by	Raleigh’s	Public	Art	and	Design	Board	and	the	City	of	Raleigh	
Arts	Commission.			

Public	Art	Goals	and	Opportunities:	
Public	art	at	the	Hillsborough	Streetscape	project,	Phase	II	could:	
	

 Be	a	vision	for	public	art	that	enhances	key	streetscape	design	elements	of	the	corridor;	
	

 Provide	a	visual	connectivity	to	the	half‐mile	stretch	of	road	that	sustains	heavy	vehicular,	bicycle	
and	pedestrian	traffic	as	a	result	of	the	corridor’s	primary	usage	for	those	visiting/attending	NC	
State	University	and	the	area’s	restaurants,	shops	and	businesses;	
	

 Take	into	consideration	the	area’s	historic	connections	to	industrial,	commercial	and	educational	
endeavors;	and	
	

 Provide	a	plan	that	potentially	could	be	adapted	to	prior	and	subsequent	phases	of	the	streetscape	
project.		

	
The	Public	Art	and	Design	Board	identified	these	areas	and	others	for	public	art:			
	

 Pedestrian	elements	including	sidewalks,	tree	grates,	bus	shelters,	benches,	brick	pavers,	trash	
cans,	bike	racks	and	median	islands;	
	

 Three	potential	single‐lane	roundabouts	with	surrounding	low	retaining	walls.	
	
	

Selection	Criteria	and	Process:		
The	Public	Art	and	Design	Board	has	appointed	a	five‐member	artist	selection	panel	that	includes	a	
member	of	the	board,	an	artist,	an	arts	professional,	the	project	architect	and	a	representative	from	the	
City		of	Raleigh’s	Public	Works	Department.			
	
The	selection	process	will	have	two	stages.	During	the	first	stage,	the	artist	selection	panel	will	evaluate	
artist	qualifications	based	on	five	criteria:	artistic	merit,	streetscape	placemaking	experience,	experience	
in	collaborative	public	art	processes	that	involve	municipalities,	project	management	experience	and	
technical	expertise.	
	
The	Artist	Selection	Panel	will	identify	up	to	three	finalists	who	will	visit	Raleigh	twice	for	a	site	visit	and	
subsequent	interview.	Prior	to	the	interviews,	artists	will	be	provided	information	about	the	project	and	
given	a	tour	of	site.	In	addition	to	reviewing	qualifications	and	previous	experience	in	detail,	finalists	are	
expected	to	present	as	a	part	of	their	interview	their	preliminary	concepts	on	how	to	integrate	artwork	
into	the	streetscape	and	a	budget	that	gives	a	breakdown	of	their	scope	of	services	for	the	project.		
Finalists	will	receive	a	stipend	of	$1,750	towards	developing	a	concept,	travel	and	related	expenses	
associated	with	the	site	visit	and	interview.	
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The	artist	selection	panel	will	choose	the	artist/artist	team	for	the	project	and	forward	the	
recommendation	to	the	Public	Art	and	Design	Board.	Upon	approval	by	the	Public	Art	and	Design	Board,	
a	scope	of	services	and	budget	will	be	developed	based	on	the	artist’s	or	artist	team’s	approach	to	the	
project.		
	
Project	Timeline:		

RFQ	application	deadline:		 	 	 October	11,	2013	
Finalists	notified:		 	 	 	 October	2013	
Finalists	interviewed:		 	 	 November	2013	
Project	awarded:		 	 	 	 December	2013	
Hillsborough	Streetscape	completed:		 Fall	2016	

	
Application	Requirements	–	See	the	Artist	Submission	Checklist	Below	
	
Please	do	not	submit	any	other	materials	with	your	application.	They	will	not	be	reviewed	by	the	panel	
and	will	not	be	returned.	
	
Mail	applications	to:	
	
Hillsborough	Streetscape	Phase	II	
Kim	Curry‐Evans,	Public	Art	Coordinator	
Office	of	Raleigh	Arts	
PO	Box	590	
Raleigh,	NC	27602	

OR	

Deliver	applications	to:	
	
Hillsborough	Streetscape	Phase	II	
Kim	Curry‐Evans,	Public	Art	Coordinator	
Office	of	Raleigh	Arts	
127	W.	Hargett	Street,	Suite	408	
Raleigh,	NC	27601	

	
Submission	and	Deadline	
All	RFQ	materials	must	be	received	in	the	office	no	later	than	Friday,	October	11,	2013	at	5:00	p.m.	EDT.	
Postmarks	are	not	accepted	in	lieu	of	application	delivery	on	October	11th.	Incomplete	or	late	
submissions	will	not	be	considered,	so	applicants	are	encouraged	to	submit	in	advance	of	the	
deadline	so	that	any	unforeseen	problems	with	materials	can	be	addressed.	
	
Additional	Information	
For	additional	information,	contact	Kim	Curry‐Evans,	public	art	coordinator	for	the	Office	of	Raleigh	Arts,	
at	919‐996‐4688	or	kim.curry‐evans@raleighnc.gov.	For	information	regarding	the	project,	visit	the	
Raleigh	Arts	website	at	www.raleighnc.gov/arts	(search	for	Artist	Calls	or	Half	Percent	for	Art).	
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Artist	Submission	Checklist	
	
Please	submit	materials	as	detailed	below.		The	deadline	for	submission	is	5:00	p.m.	on	Friday,	October	
11,	2013.			
	
1. One	printed,	single‐sided	copy	of	the	following		written	materials	
	

� Statement	of	Interest:	A	one‐page	statement	outlining	your	interest	in	this	project	and	
experience	working	on	comparable	projects,	including	your	experience	working	with	
architectural,	engineering	and	landscape	architectural	project	teams	and	your	experience	
documenting	design	work	with	related	specifications	and	drawings.	Include	your	philosophy	
on	public	art,	its	integration	into	streetscape	projects,	and	how	your	work	and	experience	will	
complement	this	project.		File	titled	Firstname_Lastname_statement.	
	

� Professional	Résumé:	A	résumé	of	no	more	than	three	pages	that	includes	information	
regarding	public	art	commissions,	exhibitions	and	installations,	awards,	grants	and	education,	
with	an	emphasis	on	streetscape	projects	in	the	past	ten	years.	If	applying	as	a	team,	submit	a	
separate	résumé	for	each	team	member.	File	titled	Firstname_Lastname_resume.	
	

� Image	Identification	List:	An	image	identification	list	corresponding	to	the	submitted	digital	
images.	Each	image	should	again	include:	Image	number,	artist’s	name,	title,	year,	media,	
location	and	project	budget,	as	well	as	dimensions,	commissioning	agency,	collaborators	or	
design	professionals	(if	applicable)	and	a	sentence	or	two	describing	the	artwork	concept.	The	
list	must	be	labeled	with	the	artist’s	name.		File	titled	Firstname_Lastname_list.	
	

� Three	Professional	References:		Contact	information	for	three	references	should	be	submitted,	
including	name,	title	and	affiliation,	phone	number	and	email	address.	References	should	be	
able	to	speak	to	your	ability	to	provide	services	for	a	public	art	project	of	similar	size	and	
scope.		File	titled	Firstname_Lastname_references.	

	
AND	
	
2. One	CD	containing:		

	
� Ten	Digital	Images:		Ten	digital	images	of	previously	completed	public	art	projects.	Ten	

images	maximum	per	application,	not	per	team	member.		Submit	in	JPEG	format	with	a	
minimum	of	150	dpi	resolution;	files	titled	Firstname_Lastname_image	#(1‐10).	

	
� The	above	listed	written	materials	in	.doc	or	.pdf	format.	
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