
How does this Cause 
Water Pollution?

        The stormwater drainage 
system collects all the rain that 
runs off of hard surfaces, such 
as pavement and rooftops.  
This runoff, called stormwater, 
flows along the curb and gutter 
and then into a storm drain.

        After entering the storm 
drain, stormwater is routed to 
the nearest stream, creek, or 
lake.  Anything that enters the 
stormwater drainage system 
besides rainfall is considered 
an illicit discharge and is a 
violation of Raleigh’s Illicit 
Discharge Ordinance.  

        Grease, oils, and detergents 
have potential to cause fish 
kills, other biological 
degradation, and restrict 
recreational activities such as 
swimming and fishing.  The 
purpose of the Illicit Discharge 
Ordinance is to protect public 
health, safety, and welfare  by 
controlling pollution into our 
waterways.  

        Do your part to protect our 
environment from these types 
of pollution.

To schedule a site visit to discuss
preventative measures at your 

location, please contact:

 

Protecting 
Streams and Lakes

From Pollution

Preventing Illegal Discharges
from Food Service Businesses

Public Works Department
Stormwater Utility Division

222 West Hargett Street, Room 301
PO Box 590

Raleigh, NC 27602-0590
919-996-3940

StormwaterUtilityHelpingU@raleighnc.gov

For more information about
illicit discharges, water pollution,

and stormwater, please visit 

www.raleighnc.gov



To report illicit discharges 
Call (919) 996-3940


