Wilkerson Nature Preserve
Educational Programs for
Schools and Other Groups

Let us design a nature program for your group that meets your needs and fits our park
mission. Contact Bryan England at (919) 996-4766 or bryan.england@raleighnc.gov

In her Will, Dr. Annie Louise Wilkerson stipulated that her 157-acre farm be set aside as a nature preserve for
the primary purpose of nature study, wildlife education and research into methods of conservation. This
guides our development of educational programming at the preserve and compels us to follow a Leave No Trace
ethic in our programs and activities. We are all about helping groups and individuals foster a connection with the
natural world and would be delighted to assist your group!

Areas of Nature Study

Biomes/habitats — Tree ID; plant communities; comparison of forest and field

Bird Study — ID and hike to see birds in their habitats; Project Feederwatch; NestWatch

Earth Science — Study of rock outcrops, weathering, erosion, streambeds and watersheds

Insects —Life cycles and ID (available April through October)

Mammal Study — Tracks and signs around the park (Optional: Plaster casts of animal tracks costs $5 per child)

Nature Play — A variety of outdoor activity stations, from fort building to mud painting, which facilitate authentic
interactions with real nature (a less structured, customizable option for any age range)

Reptiles & Amphibians — Exploring their habitats and identifying them in the field (available April through
October)

Note: We do not have an accessible pond for traditional pond/water studies at this time.

Length: 60-90 minutes depending on age and the group’s schedule/needs

Group Size: 5-30 participants. We keep group sizes small to allow hands-on nature study. We can
accommodate up to 30 participants at one time by dividing this large group into 2-3 smaller groups.

Fee: S3 per participant for 5-16 participants. For 17-30 participants, the group fee is $50. If you choose to make
plaster casts of animal tracks, we charge $5 per child due to the cost of the high-quality dental plaster we use.

Facilities: Currently, group programs are held at our picnic shelter, in our nature play areas, and on the trails.
Our indoor lab and classroom will be completed in the fall of 2014.

How to Dress: Participants should come dressed for the weather. For your safety: Tennis shoes, boots or hiking
shoes are required for participation in all nature programs at Wilkerson. No sandals, crocs, dress shoes or open
shoes of any kind.

Leave No Trace
* Stay on the trails, except in those areas designated as Nature Play Areas (smiling tree faces).
* Use quiet voices so you don’t scare the animals.
* Leave plants, animals and rocks where you find them. If you pick something up for a closer look, please
put it back where you found it as gently as possible.
* Minimize your disposables if you are picnicking at the preserve. Please recycle.
* Enjoy nature’s beauty and protect it for others. Leave no trace of your visit.



