
California Proposes Hexavalent Chromium Standard

Special Briefing: September 3, 2013

Following closely on t he heels of  a July 18 ruling by a California Superior Court  judge put t ing t he California Depart ment  of  Public Healt h

(CDPH) on an expedit ed schedule t o propose a drinking wat er st andard for hexavalent  chromium (Cr-VI), t he depart ment  proposed a Cr-

VI maximum cont aminant  level (MCL) of  10 part s per billion (ppb) on August  23. Based on t he economic and t echnical feasibilit y of

implement ing t he new st andard, which must  be considered under California law, t he proposed st andard is significant ly higher t han t he

0.02 ppb public healt h goal for Cr-VI in drinking wat er set  by California’s Office of  Environment al Healt h Hazard Assessment  in 2011. As

it  st ands, meet ing t he new 10 ppb MCL is est imat ed t o cost  California drinking wat er ut ilit ies approximat ely $156 million annually.

California’s Office of  Regulat ions will accept  comment s on t he Cr-VI proposal unt il 5:00 p.m. PT on Oct ober 11. Public hearings on t he

proposal also will be held in Sacrament o and Los Angeles on Oct ober 11. Aft er assessing comment s and, if  required, performing

addit ional analyses, a f inal enforceable Cr-VI st andard for California could be published as early as next  year. More informat ion on

California’s proposal, including links t o t he official proposal not ice, comment ing procedures and public hearing det ails can be found on

CDPH’s websit e.
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