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• Non-citizen families  in NC are three times as likely to 

be living in poverty compared to native born families 

- 33% of non-citizen families live in poverty, 

compared to 12.4% of native born families.* 

• Latinos are tenants at higher rates   

- 42.9% of Latinos are homeowners vs. 66.7% of   

  households overall 

- State of Latino Housing in NC, 2015** 

• More than half of Latino renters (52%) are cost-

burdened (spend more than 30% of income on housing),  

compared to white renters at 41% (State of Latino 

Housing in NC, 2015). 

• Latinos more likely to live in mobile homes (25%) than 

households as a whole (13%). 
 

 
*http://www.kenan-

flagler.unc.edu/~/media/Files/kenaninstitute/ImmigrantEconomicImpact.pdf 

**http://latinoccu.org/site/assets/2015-State-of-Latino-Housing-in-NC-0219-LCCU-2.pdf 
 



  Discrimination by landlords against tenants in 
renting or buying a home 
Discrimination by Landlords in failing to repair 
properties for immigrant tenants 
 Discrimination in types of “rent to own” or 
“installment sales” contracts provided to immigrant 
tenants 
Language access discrimination in private and public 
transactions 

 Public housing    
   Housing inspection Departments 
   Court houses 
   Contracts/private LL-T communications 
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 What Type of Property is Covered? 

 Who is Protected? 

 What Actions are Prohibited? 
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The FHA applies to “dwellings,” which 

includes almost every type of residential 

housing.  

 Single and Multi-family housing  

 houses, apartments & condos 

 Group homes and shelters 

 Migrant housing 

 Assisted living housing 

 Vacant land for residential housing 

 

 Some exemptions apply (sale by owner 

without a broker, etc.) 
Slide courtesy of LANC Fair Housing Project 5 



Every “Person” in the U.S. 

 

 “Person” includes one or more individuals, corporations, 

partnerships, or associations 

 

 Immigration Status does NOT affect fair housing 

protections 
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Race 

Color 

National Origin 

Sex / Gender (includes harassment) 

Religion 

Familial Status 

Disability 

Affordable Housing (NC Fair Housing Act) 

Slide courtesy of LANC Fair Housing Project 7 



It is illegal to discriminate 

because of a person’s 

birthplace, ancestry, culture or 

language  

 Excluding or treating people 

differently because their family is 

from another country or because 

of the language they speak is 

likely national origin 

discrimination  

 

Slide courtesy of LANC Fair Housing Project 8 



Landlords Cannot:  

 Refuse to rent because of where a 

Tenant is originally from 

 Refuse to rent because of Tenant’s 

accent 

 Charge a Tenant higher rent or offer less 

services because of where Tenant is from  

 

Social Security Numbers / lawful status 

demand OK so long as equally required of 

ALL tenants (unless pretext) 

 

Slide courtesy of LANC Fair Housing Project 9 



 Refusing to rent, sell, negotiate to 

sell or rent a house 

 

 Treating a tenant differently in the 

terms, conditions, or privileges 

associated with housing 

 

 A “neutral” rule with a negative 

impact (disparate impact) 

Because Of    Race, 

Color, National Origin, 

Religion, Sex, Familial 

Status, or Disability 

Slide courtesy of LANC Fair Housing Project 10 



 Denial of reasonable 

accommodations/modifications 

 

 Misrepresent availability 

 

 Make, print, or publish any notice, 

statement, or ad indicating a 

preference or limitation based on 

protected class 

 Threaten/intimidate anyone who 

exercises their fair housing rights 

(including threats to call ICE) 
Slide courtesy of LANC Fair Housing Project 11 
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Ceiling collapse in two 

rooms of same apartment 
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Tenant’s items thrown on lawn after 

illegal eviction 

Utensils chewed by rats in 

apartment 



 Landlords have duty to keep premises in a “fit 
and habitable” condition (NCGS 42-42). 

 Also must keep the premises free of certain 
“imminently dangerous conditions” including 
unsafe wiring, unsafe flooring or steps, unsafe 
ceilings or roof, lack of potable water, lack of 
operable locks, broken windows, lack of 
operable heating, rat infestation, lack of 
operable plumbing, and more. 

 LLs must maintain all existing heating, cooling, 
ventilation, plumbing systems, and smoke 
alarms. 

 Note:  Some municipalities also have their own, 
more stringent housing codes 
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 Tenants may sue for “implied warranty of 

habitability” if premises are unfit 

 It can be an “Unfair and Deceptive Trade 

Practice” for landlords to charge rent for a 

property that is unsafe/unfit 

 Tenants may make a complaint to their local 

housing inspector, if one exists in their 

city/county. 

 If tenants are evicted as a result of 

conditions complaints, they have a defense 

of “retaliatory eviction” (NCGS 42-37.1). 
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 Immigrants disproportionately enter into “rent 
to own” transactions to purchase property on 
installment basis, often because they are 
unfamiliar with or unable to access traditional 
bank mortgages 

 Chapters 47G and 47H of the NC General 
Statutes provide protections to these buyers: 

 Disclosures must be provided about price, interest, 
number of payments, condition of property, etc. 

 Right to cancel within 3 days of signing 

 Contract must be recorded with register of deeds 

 In installment sales, the seller must be record owner 
and must disclose liens 
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 Immigrant tenants often have: 

 Fear of repercussions based on immigration status 

 Lack of access to legal services 

 Immigration status may bar them from accessing services 

of federally funded legal services 

 Cultural barriers/misunderstandings/lack of 

knowledge about U.S. court system and laws 

 Language barriers 

 More difficulty moving to another apartment due to: 

 SSN requirements 

 Proof-of-income requirements 

 Lower median income in general ($33,249 median income 

for Latino families, $65,821 median for white families)* 
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 Four key areas where language access is 

critical: 

 Public Housing offices/documents/notices 

 Courtrooms 

 Municipal housing inspection departments 

 Private landlord-tenant interactions 

 Contracts/leases 

 Complaints about repairs 

 Notices about repairs/unpaid rent/rules and 

regulations, etc. 
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 Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 + Federal 

Agency Guidance (HUD, DOJ, USDA) 

 Title VI prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, 

and national origin in federally operated or assisted 

programs 

 Requires that the federal government and entities that 

receive federal financial assistance provide meaningful 

language access  

 HUD, Public Housing Authorities, Voucher Providers (but not the 

private landlord) 
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 Public housing entities 

Municipal housing inspectors if the 

municipality receives federal funds 

North Carolina State Courts 

 Must provide free interpretation/translation to 

both parties and witnesses in state court cases 

 Link to Justice Department Letter about state court 

language access:  http://1.usa.gov/1Yf6UO1  

 NC Admin Office of Courts has specifically extended 

free interpretation to all housing-related cases, 

including evictions, foreclosures, and conditions cases. 
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HUD has directed recipients of federal funding to: 
 (1) Conduct 4 fact analysis of population  

 (2) Decide which language services are appropriate 

 (3) Develop Language Access Plan; and  

 (4) Provide language assistance 

Oral Interpretation: should always be available 
 Even if population does not reach threshold level where 

written translation is required 

Written Translation of Vital Documents: Depends on 
analysis of population 
 Vital documents = critical for ensuring meaningful access 

 Would include things such as eviction notices 

Slide courtesy of LANC Fair Housing Project 21 



 Kate Woomer-Deters 

 NC Justice Center 

 919-861-2072 

 kate@ncjustice.org 

 

 RESOURCES: 

 

 Legal Aid of North Carolina Fair Housing Project 

 1-855-797-FAIR (3247)  

 Latino Community Credit Union 

 English/Spanish information on home buying process: 

 http://latinoccu.org/knowledge-
center/resources/online-education/ 
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