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Chapter 4 |  Vision
Highlighted by extensive public input, the Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Resources Department launched 
a week-long workshop of visioning sessions to better 
understand the community’s aspirations for its parks, 
recreation and cultural resources system. Combining the 
results from the workshop with previous steps allows the 
community to provide a comprehensive vision for the 
future. Th e following chapter describes these results. 

Lake Wheeler

4.1 - Vision Statement

4.2 - Guiding Principles

4.3 - Goals and Objectives

4.4 - Conclusion
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Section 4.0 |   Visioning Process

  4.0.1  Introduction

Th e vision for the City of Raleigh’s parks, recreation 
and cultural resources facilities and programs is linked 
to the vision of the city as a whole. Th e city’s system of 
parks, open spaces, recreation facilities, greenways, arts, 
and natural areas, all elements of the public realm, are 
woven into the fabric of what makes the City of Raleigh 
a great place to live, work and play.  Th is vision integrates 
components of previous and on-going city-wide eff orts to 
achieve the overall vision and goals for Raleigh defi ned in 
the 2030 Comprehensive Plan (see Section 2.2).

  4.0.2  Approach

Th e approach for developing the parks, recreation and 
cultural resources system vision is a three part eff ort; 1) 
through a multi-faceted public input process (Chapter III), 
residents indicated their needs and priorities for parks, 
recreation and cultural facilities and programs. Th ough 
most residents recognize that there are multiple providers 
of parks, recreation and cultural resource services, many 
continue to see a major role for the City in the provision 
of these services. 2) Supplementing this public input, City 
staff  and the consultant team completed a technical review 
of the existing parks system that identifi ed continued 

improvements needed in order to maintain a high level of 
service for residents. 3) Community input was gathered 
on 15 themes identifi ed through the needs assessment 
phase during a week-long workshop of visioning sessions 
at the Raleigh Convention Center.

Th e Vision is built upon a framework distilled from input 
and analysis conducted as part of this three step eff ort. Th e 
vision is composed of four key components: 

• Vision Statement
• Guiding Principles
• Goals
• Objectives

Th e vision statement, guiding principles, and goals 
are intended to guide the parks, recreation and 
cultural resources system over the next twenty years. 
Objectives have been developed to refl ect the combined 
results of input and analysis completed in Chapter II 
(Existing System Overview) and Chapter III (Needs 
and Priorities Assessment) of this planning document. 
Th ese objectives are intended to be modifi ed as needed 
to ensure achievement of the overall vision identifi ed in 
the City’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan. In the next chapter, 
action items are identifi ed to implement this vision (see 
Implementation Plan, Chapter 5) within the focus of  
community priorities, funding strategies and defi ned 
roles. Th ese actions items are intended to be updated 
on a regular basis by staff  to refl ect the changing trends, 
priorities and roles within the community.

Capital Area Greenway example in the City of Raleigh. Nature play area at Annie Louise Wilkerson, MD Nature Preserve, City of Raleigh.

Public Draft 
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Section 4.1 |   Vision Statement

  4.1  Vision Statement

Over the past ten years alone, the city has continued 
growth and prosperity through the recent economic 
recession; established a new vision for the City through 
the adoption of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan and Unifi ed 
Development Ordinance (UDO); and received numerous 
accolades for its high quality of life, business climate, and 
diversity of culture. By setting social, environmental and 
economic goals, the three pillars of sustainability, the city 
recognizes the important relationship between quality 
of life and its parks, recreation and cultural facilities and 
programs and infl uences everything the department does. 
By weaving together the social history with the  economic 
and environmental goals, the City of Raleigh continues to 
be a special place to live, work, start a business and play.  

Launched in May 2013, the visioning eff ort for the city’s 
parks, recreation and cultural resources began with an 
extensive series of public sessions held during a week-long 
community workshop of visioning sessions. All events were 
hosted at the Raleigh Convention Center in downtown 
Raleigh and were free to the public to participate. 
Individual sessions, 15 in total, were facilitated on themes 
identifi ed during the Needs and Priorities Assessment 

phase with public input. Hundreds of residents attended a 
kick-off  event, various sessions, and a closing session that 
provided stations for each theme with recorded notes, 
highlights and a presentation of fi ndings for review. Based 
on the input of participants from this workshop and from 
the Needs and Priorities Assessment (see Chapter III), 
visioning eff orts balanced community input with strategic 
direction provided by guiding documents to develop 
a new vision. Th is vision strives to integrate the parks, 
recreation and cultural resources system into the City’s 
infrastructure, while also addressing evolving trends and 
changing needs of the community, as summarized in the 
following vision statement: 

Th e City’s vision for its parks, recreation and cultural 
resources system is ‘bringing people to parks and parks 
to people.’ It is a system that addresses the needs of 
all and fosters a community of creativity, engagement, 
healthy lifestyles, and welcoming neighborhoods. In 
addition to providing traditional, high quality parks, 
recreation and cultural facilities and programs, the City 
uses innovative initiatives to reach all residents, workers 
and visitors.

Greystone Recreation Center’s indoor playground, City of Raleigh. Green roof at Buff alo Road Aquatic Center, City of Raleigh.
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Section 4.2 |   Guiding Principles

  4.2.1  Overview

Th e shared beliefs and qualities most valued by residents of 
Raleigh come together to form a set of guiding principles 
for the parks, recreation and cultural resources system. 
Th ese seven principles shape the goals and objectives of 
the system’s vision and the provision of parks, recreation 
and cultural facilities and services throughout the city: 

  4.2.2  Guiding Principles

Connectivity & Accessibility 

Continue to design, build and improve parks, recreation, 
and cultural facilities to be accessible and hazard free for 
residents and visitors of all abilities. Th e system should 
promote health and wellness and economic development 
through connectivity between resources, as well as 
connectivity between neighborhoods, commercial areas, 
and employment centers to provide a strong sense of 
community across the region. 

Equitable Distribution

Provide residents opportunities to enhance their quality 
of life and wellbeing through equitable distribution of 
outstanding parks, recreation and cultural facilities and 
services.  As the city continues to grow and diversify, the 
park system will be proactive to accommodate the trends 
and needs of all user demographics. Where equitable 
distribution is not possible with existing facilities, 
innovative alternatives will be considered.

Continuous Reinvestment  

Th e parks, recreation and cultural resources system 
continues to be an important part of the city’s infrastructure 
and community fabric. Th e City and its partners should 
continue to regularly maintain and upgrade this system 
to keep up with the growing population, changing 
demographics, and trends in order to sustain a high 
quality of life for city residents.

Collaboration & Coordination

A variety of agencies, public, private and non-profi t, 
provide parks, recreation and cultural facilities and 
program opportunities throughout the City of Raleigh. 
Th e City and its partners should regularly coordinate 
and collaborate to avoid unnecessary duplication of 
services, leverage resources, and provide the best possible 
recreation and cultural experiences.         

Balanced Experience

Th e City should be a national model for improving the 
quality of life in the community by providing diverse and 
healthy experiences throughout the City of Raleigh.  Th e 
City should regularly evaluate changing trends and the 
community’s evolving interests and priorities in order to 
meet the needs of the public for recreation, education and 
healthy living opportunities.

Innovation

Raleigh’s demographics, development patterns and 
lifestyles continue to evolve as the city grows and 
urbanizes. Th e parks, recreation and cultural resources 
system should continually respond to these changes with 
innovative facility design; programs and services through 
the development of new delivery models; and outcome-
based standards and criteria. Th e City should continue 
to seek opportunities within the system to foster creative 
solutions and recognize where current practices are 
suffi  cient.

Communication & Engagement

Raleigh residents are passionate about their parks, 
recreation and cultural resources system and desire an 
active role in decision-making. Communication should 
be used to enable a stronger community by promoting 
public participation opportunities. Th e City should 
continue to provide opportunities for residents to stay 
involved through active marketing and promotion of 
park, recreation and cultural opportunities.

Public Draft 
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Section 4.3 |   Goals and Objectives

  4.3.1  Goals and Objectives Overview

Helping to guide the implementation of the vision, the 
following goals and objectives have been developed in 
accordance with the guiding principles. Th ese goals and 
objectives are organized into eight broadly defi ned areas 
or ‘subsystems’ that refl ect the unique qualities of the city’s 
parks, recreation and cultural resources. 

• Parks
• Natural Areas
• Greenways
• Programs and Services
• Athletics
• Historic Resources
• Arts
• Growth Areas

Collectively these subsystems form a rich, vibrant and 
dynamic system that contributes to a high quality of 
life for all residents and furthers the achievements of 
Raleigh’s overall vision and goals. Th e subsystems’ goals 
and objectives were developed through community input 
and an analysis of the existing system. Th e goals express 
the broad intent of each subsystem, while accompanying 
objectives provide measurable indicators of progress 
consistent with the City’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan’s 
vision, themes and policies. Th e objectives are intended 
to evolve over time in response to changing trends, needs 
and community goals. 

Butterfl y and fi eldguide at Walnut Creek Wetland Center, City of Raleigh.

Swimming lessons, City of Raleigh.

Downtown Raleigh 4th of July Fireworks.
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  4.3.2  Parks

As a major contributor to the sense of community and 
quality of life, parks provide residents and visitors an 
opportunity to refresh, explore and play. Parks also 
contribute signifi cant economic and environmental 
benefi ts. Meeting local needs through park-based facilities 
and programs is the foundation of ‘bringing people to parks 
and parks to people.’

Goal 1:  Th e City of Raleigh will provide residents, visitors 
and commuters hazard free and equitable access to high 
quality parks within walking distance of their home or 
place of employment.

Objective 1a:  Provide new parks or joint use school/
park facilities where necessary so that every resident 
has access to a park experience within a ½ mile 
to 1 mile travel distance of their home or place of 
employment.

Objective 1b: Expand sidewalks, greenway trails, 
bicycle facilities and public transportation routes 
where necessary to improve access to and within 
existing and future parks and facilities consistent with 
adopted transportation plans and residents’ needs.

Objective 1c: Increase awareness of transportation 
alternatives to access parks and services through 
collaborative partnerships with local and regional 
providers.

Goal 2: Th e City of Raleigh will identify and address 
residents’ needs for local, high quality parks facilities and 
programs.

Objective 2a: Upgrade and reinvigorate existing 
parks to meet local residents’ needs as identifi ed in 
the comprehensive needs assessment.

Objective 2b:  Establish new park sustainability 
criteria that promotes economic, environmental and 
social sustainability.

Objective 2c: Continue to actively engage the public 
in park planning and design processes to ensure local 
parks and programs respond to residents’ changing 
needs and trends.

Objective 2d:  Update park classifi cations, facility 
fees and acquisition criteria to refl ect residents’ 
changing needs and trends.

Objective 2e:  Continue to collaborate with the State 
of North Carolina on the transition of Dorothea Dix 
to a Destination Park.

Isabella Cannon Park, City of Raleigh. Oakwood Commons, City of Raleigh.

Public Draft 
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  4.3.3  Natural Areas

Th e City owns and manages thousands of acres of 
parks, natural areas and greenways.  Th ese lands and 
their corridors provide wildlife habitat, improve water 
quality, reduce stormwater runoff , lower surrounding 
air temperatures, and provide outdoor recreation and 
educational opportunities.

Goal 1:  Th e City of Raleigh will continue to expand 
residents’ awareness of the environmental, economic and 
social benefi ts of natural areas.

Objective 1a:  Foster a culture of thinking, planning 
and acting within a broad regional ecological 
framework.

Objective 1b:  Identify, cultivate and engage with 
partnerships among the spectrum of agencies and 
organizations with similar goals and ecological 
jurisdictions.

Objective 1c: Promote education and awareness 
of ecological benefi ts of natural areas, fl oodplains, 
watershed preservation, and ecological conservation.

Goal 2:  Th e City of Raleigh will continue to protect, 
enhance, and expand natural resource areas.

Objective 2a:  Identify and dedicate the human and 
capital means necessary to reach this vision. 

Objective 2b:  Continue to provide stewardship 
of natural areas, ecological systems and local 
watersheds through best management practices.

Objective 2c: Provide additional natural resource 
lands as opportunities exist through acquisition, 
partnerships, non-profi ts or other means.

Objective 2d: Support Green Infrastructure Planning 
(GIP) throughout the city.

Goal 3:  Th e City of Raleigh will balance the protection 
of natural areas while continuing to provide appropriate 
public access and use.

Objective 3a: Improve and promote public access 
options such as greenway trails, and public transit 
to natural areas for educational, recreational and 
environmental research opportunities.

Objective 3b: Promote policies addressing the 
balance between protection and recreation through 
participation by outdoor conservation professionals, 
scientists and community advocates.

Goal 4:  Th e City of Raleigh will provide access to outdoor 
recreation and adventure opportunities throughout the city.

Objective 4a:  Develop a regional outdoor adventure 
hub. 

Objective 4b: Provide access through public transit, 
greenway trail, and bicycle facilities connectivity to 
regional adventure recreation hub(s) for all residents.

Objective 4c: Provide access through public transit, 
greenway trail, and bicycle facilities connectivity to 
lake-based recreation opportunities for all residents. 

Objective 4d:  Provide small, urban outdoor 
adventure recreation opportunities and interfaces 
with natural areas.

Walnut Creek Wetland Center, City of Raleigh.
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  4.3.4  Greenways

Th e City’s greenway system, known as the Capital Area 
Greenway (CAG), is one of the city’s most valued assets. 
Residents consistently rank the enhancement and expansion 
of the CAG as one of their top priorities. Balancing the 
protection of thousands of acres of natural areas while 
providing access to an interconnected network of greenway 
trails, this system is a framework for environmental 
protection, recreation opportunities and transportation 
infrastructure within the city’s parks, recreation and cultural 
resources system.

Goal 1:  Th e City of Raleigh will protect and enhance linear 
natural resource areas.

Objective 1a:  Support initiatives that work to create 
a protected, linked network of linear natural areas, 
wildlife habitats and greenspaces throughout the 
region.

Objective 1b:  Continue to expand protection of 
contiguous greenway lands consistent with the City’s 
overall vision.

Objective 1c:  Preserve the natural character 
of watercourses through greenway acquisition, 
management, and protection.

Objective 1d:  Educate residents about the benefi ts 
of supporting stewardship eff orts of greenway 
corridors.

Objective 1e:  Evaluate the need to expand or widen 
greenway corridor dedication requirements in order 
to meet community environmental goals.

Goal 2:  Th e City of Raleigh will improve connectivity and 
accessibility to greenways corridors and greenway trails 
throughout the city.

Objective 2a:  Prioritize an implementation schedule 
to complete the system of greenway trails, including 
spurs and connectors with a focus on inter-
connectivity between neighborhoods, parks, schools, 
commercial areas, cultural and civil institutions and 
other regional destinations.

Objective 2b:  Create a hierarchy of greenway 
corridors and greenway trail classifi cations based on 
residents’ transportation and recreation needs.

Objective 2c:  Strengthen and prioritize connections 
to public transportation, streets, sidewalks and 
other transportation corridors by closing gaps in 
connectivity to the greenway network.

Objective 2d:  Increase accessibility to greenway 
trails to Growth Areas.

Goal 3:  Th e City of Raleigh will enhance existing 
greenway trails to provide a high quality system consistent 
with residents’  recreation needs and priorities.

Objective 3a:  Update Capital Area Greenway system 
design guidelines for new and renovated greenway 
trails to provide better safety, comfort, convenience, 
maintenance and amenities for users, and a 
consistent identity across the entire system.

Objective 3b:  Partner to promote the Capital Area 
Greenway system trails as healthy travel alternatives.

Objective 3c:  Enhance and implement maintenance 
standards for existing greenway trails to ensure safe 
and comfortable travel by users and sustainable 
operations.

Objective 3d:  Create Capital Area Greenway 
system amenity plan based on facility types and trail 
classifi cation.

Objective 3e:  Provide greenway programming 
opportunities with partner agencies throughout the 
system consistent with trends in residents’ needs.

Objective 3f:  Implement the Raleigh Greenways 
Master Sign Program throughout the system 
and improve to include visual wayfi nding with 
comprehensive directions to and from the Capital 
Area Greenway system, nearby destination 
information, orientation indicators, and route 
options within the system by utilizing traditional and 
advanced technology-based methods.

Public Draft 
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Neuse River Trail Bridge, City of Raleigh.

Example of a QR Code being used for information on a fi tness trail, San Diego, CA. New greenway trail directional signage, City of Raleigh.
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  4.3.5  Programs and Services

Programs and services off ered by the Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Resources Department meet a variety of needs 
and priorities to foster a creative, healthy and accessible 
community. Access to opportunities for maintaining an 
active lifestyle promotes a healthier community and reduces 
long-term medical costs for residents. Th e City of Raleigh 
believes that a diverse, multi-cultural population strengthens 
the fabric of the community by exposing residents to diff erent 
backgrounds and cultures. In addition, diversity teaches 
both children and adults tolerance and respect for diff erent 
viewpoints and traditions. For youth and teens, mentorships 
and educational programs encourage an active and engaged 
age group by instilling characteristics of good citizenship. 
Providing accessible, inclusive and independent options for 
residents of all abilities and age groups continues to make 
Raleigh an attractive place to live and conduct business.

Goal 1:  Th e City of Raleigh will provide opportunities for 
every resident to maintain a healthy lifestyle.

Objective 1a:  Expand healthy living options, 
activities and awareness through all programs and 
events, including partnering with other agencies on 
those that promote fi tness, active lifestyles, healthy 
foods and nutrition.

Objective 1b:  Enhance access to the community’s 
health services partners’ programs and information.

Objective 1c:  Enhance existing and develop new 
indoor and outdoor spaces throughout the city that 
can be used for a variety of programs and activities, 
and are accessible via walking, biking, and public 
transit.

Objective 1d:  Provide programs in local parks, 
schools, active adult and recreation centers, open 
spaces, non-traditional facilities and through 
partnerships. 

Objective 1e: Partner to accommodate non-
traditional schedules by providing before/ aft er-
school and work hours for programs and activities.

Goal 2:  Th e City of Raleigh will foster a welcoming 
environment in existing and new facilities and parks and 
improve outreach to local multi-cultural communities to 
showcase a world-class system.

Objective 2a:  Promote existing facilities as multi-
cultural centers by adding multi-cultural or multi-
lingual staff , provide news and program information 
in multiple languages, utilize universal symbols, and 
encourage family participation in events, activities 
and programs.

Objective 2b:  Improve communications between 
City leaders and multi-cultural communities 
by prioritizing multi-cultural issues through 
representation and ambassador programs.

Objective 2c:  Establish and promote multi-cultural 
events, festivals and programs in neighborhoods to 
foster a sense of pride and greater awareness of the 
city’s multi-cultural populations and world-class 
appeal.

Objective 2d:  Improve community outreach 
through presentations in churches, schools, 
and other cultural activity centers and through 
advertisement and distribution of multi-lingual 
literature regarding community events, programs 
and facilities.

Objective 2e:  Enhance programming and activities 
to meet changing needs of multi-cultural populations 
at a local level.

Technology classes, City of Raleigh.

Public Draft 
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Goal 3:  Th e City of Raleigh will identify and eliminate 
barriers to participation in parks, recreation and cultural 
programs for children, youth and teens of all abilities 
throughout the city.

Objective 3a:  Promote accessible and aff ordable 
public transportation options and access to parks, 
community facilities and natural areas.

Objective 3b:  Increase collaboration with schools, 
area colleges and universities, and local and state 
agencies and non-profi ts  for facility use and planning.

Objective 3c:  Partner to provide student mentoring 
and life skill programs, employment, volunteerism, 
cross-generational participation, sports training, 
equipment and aff ordable program opportunities.

Objective 3d:  Continue to create places throughout 
the City for youth and teens to meet and talk with 
friends, engage in sports, work-out, and other non-
programmed activities in a safe environment.

Objective 3e:  Maintain park, recreation and cultural 
off erings for all age groups of children, youth and teens 
throughout the city consistent with residents’ needs.

Goal 4:  Th e City of Raleigh will provide inclusive and 
independent spaces, facilities and programs that are 
accessible to all residents regardless of ability and age.

Objective 4a:  Provide a broad range of opportunities 
for special population involvement through 
collaborations and partnerships, including access 
to diff erent types of indoor and outdoor spaces; 
inclusive and independent programs and events; and 
enhanced transportation options to facilities and 
programs.

Objective 4b:  Increase partnerships to provide 
support services such as education, mentoring, 
caregiving and transportation.

Objective 4c:  Increase awareness by City and 
regional leaders, agencies and organizations, and 
residents of special population needs and benefi ts.

Goal 5:  Th e City of Raleigh will continue to promote the 
community as a premier retirement destination where 
residents can stay active and healthy; enjoy amenities of 
the Triangle area; have access to high quality healthcare; 
and enrich the community through business, social, and 
volunteer activities.  

Objective 5a:  Expand and enhance active adult 
program options and facilities consistent with 
recommendations from the Senior Center Feasibility 
Study.

Objective 5b:  Continue support for senior clubs 
to ensure that seniors have equitable access to 
recreation and social programs throughout the city.

Objective 5c:  Enhance transportation and 
accessibility options to centers, clubs and 
programming through safe and aff ordable public 
transportation, biking and walking.

Objective 5d:  Provide access to a variety of 
indoor and outdoor programs and facilities, 
inter-generational programming and events, and 
therapeutic opportunities throughout the city.

Objective 5e:  Promote technology-based, fi tness and 
wellness-focused programs and activities consistent 
with trends identifi ed through the comprehensive 
needs and priorities assessment.

Teens at the City of Raleigh’s Saint Monica Teen Center.
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  4.3.6  Athletics

Athletics programs and facilities in the City of Raleigh 
continue to provide opportunities for residents to enjoy 
a healthy and active lifestyle while promoting aff ordable 
family-friendly activities. Growth throughout the 
community has increased a need for additional athletic 
facilities with equitable distribution. Investments in athletic 
facilities and special venues can promote redevelopment and 
economic growth opportunities consistent with the City’s 
overall vision.

Goal 1:  Th e City of Raleigh will continue to promote the 
community as a premier athletic venue destination where 
residents and visitors can compete, stay active and healthy, 
and enjoy amenities of the region.

Objective 1a:  Promote development of athletic 
facilities that attract regional and national 
competitions, generate new revenues and provide 
economic development opportunities. 

Objective 1b:  Provide a new multi-sport indoor 
athletic complex to accommodate aquatics, track and 
fi eld, tennis, basketball, and other sports that will 
support city-wide program needs.

Objective 1c:  Expand and enhance existing and new 
aquatic facilities consistent with recommendations 
from the Aquatic Study.

Objective 1d:  Increase public awareness of City’s 
athletic programs through partner agencies and schools.

Objective 1e:  Increase participation in the City’s 
athletic programs.

Objective 1f:  Promote greater access to residents 
and visitors to athletic facilities through accessible 
and aff ordable public transit, biking and walking 
options.

Goal 2:  Th e City of Raleigh will continue to provide 
athletic venues for every resident to maintain a healthy 
lifestyle.

Objective 2a:  Continue providing and maintaining 
high quality athletic fi elds, courts, pools and 
programs that are equitably distributed throughout 
the city.

Objective 2b:  Increase family entertainment 
and athletic opportunities throughout the city by 
enhanced transportation options and marketing of 
off erings.

Objective 2c:  Provide, partner and plan for indoor 
and outdoor opportunities for new and growing 
athletic trends.

Objective 2d:  Provide small-scale, urban sports 
venues and opportunities throughout the city.

Millbrook Exchange tennis complex, City of Raleigh.

Teen Outreach Program (TOPs) skateboarding, City of Raleigh.
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  4.3.7  Historic Resources

Th e City of Raleigh has a rich and interesting history as a 
‘City of Public Service,’ established to function as both 
the state capital and the county seat. However, many of 
the organizations responsible for managing the city’s 
historic buildings and sites are struggling to maintain their 
properties, and the community lacks a coherent, city-wide 
historic narrative that weaves these properties together in a 
compelling and engaging way.  

Goal 1:  Th e City of Raleigh will continue to fund historic 
resource preservation, protection and acquisition.

Objective 1a:   Implement the mission and goals of 
the Historical Resources and Museum Program.  

Objective 1b:  Manage City of Raleigh Historical 
Resources and Museum Program’s Fine Arts Object 
Collection to established national and/or state 
standards.

Objective 1c:  Operate City of Raleigh Historic 
Resources and Museum assets to eff ectively balance 
public use and stewardship.  

Objective 1d:  Acquire, collect and/or partner to protect 
unique historic properties and assets that are critical to 
preserving the city’s and area’s heritage and story.

Objective 1e:  Actively seek out, engage and nurture 
multiple sources of funding, support, and expanded 
opportunities for eff ective partnerships and volunteers.

Objective 1f:  Identify opportunities to protect, 
enhance and program the City’s historic resources 
through appropriate community programs and 
economic development.

Goal 2:  Th e City of Raleigh will interpret the community’s 
history through its historic properties, museums and 
programs in such a way as to attract more use and 
visitation while balancing stewardship and conservation 
of the resource.

Objective 2a:  Identify compelling stories that can 
be conveyed using industry standard active, passive 
and/or tactile learning methods.

Objective 2b:  Utilize traditional and advanced 
technologies to interpret stories at the City’s historic 
properties and museums.

Objective 2c:  Integrate historic resources and 
museums into the City’s parks, recreation and 
cultural resources system.

Objective 2d:  Advocate and promote traditional 
site-based visitation as well as utilize technology 
to provide remote experiences for non-site based 
visitations.

Goal 3:  Th e City of Raleigh will continue to support and  
preserve the City’s historic cemeteries.

Objective 3a:  Continue implementation of the 
Strategic Plan for the Inventory, Conservation, and 
Management of Raleigh’s Historic Cemeteries.

Objective 3b: Develop a Policy and Maintenance 
Manual for the operation, use, and routine 
maintenance of the City’s cemetery properties.

Objective 3c: Develop and expand partnerships 
to provide additional sources of funding for 
preservation and rehabilitation of the City’s historic 
cemeteries.

Mordecai Historic Park, City of Raleigh.
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  4.3.8  Th e Arts

Th e City’s Mayor has a stated goal for Raleigh to be the ‘Th e 
Southern Capital for Arts and Culture,’ by integrating visual 
and performing arts throughout the entire city. While the 
City will continue to support and promote traditional venues 
such as museums, galleries and performance centers, it will 
also strive to make art more accessible to residents through 
non-traditional venues such as parks, squares, greenways 
and natural areas to enhance residents’ quality of life.

Goal 1:  Th e City of Raleigh will be a national leader in 
support of the arts.

Objective 1a:  Implement goals identifi ed in the City 
of Raleigh’s forthcoming Arts Master Plan.

Objective 1b:  Increase spending per capita for arts.

Objective 1c:  Increase collaboration of artistic 
involvement and investment in public construction 
projects. 

Objective 1d:  Encourage private developers to 
increase investment in public art.

Objective 1e:  Increase awareness of economic 
impacts the arts contribute to the city.

Goal 2:  Th e City of Raleigh will make art more accessible 
to residents through non-traditional venues and 
partnerships.

Objective 2a:  Provide increased capacity through 
investments in existing and new arts organizations 
and venues.

Objective 2b:  Provide a City arts liaison to centrally 
coordinate events, listings, exhibits, venues and 
fundraising opportunities.

Objective 2c:  Encourage greater collaboration with 
schools, local colleges and universities and other 
organizations for youth aft er-school, summer camp 
and adult arts programming.

Community Music School, City of Raleigh.

Art on City Plaza  by Adam Walls (left ) and Patrick McDonald (right).

Raleigh Little Th eatre’s: Junglebook (image courtesy of David Watts).
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  4.3.9  Growth Areas

Th e City of Raleigh’s demographics, development patterns, 
and lifestyles are changing as the city continues to urbanize.  
Existing and new residents are moving into downtown 
Raleigh and other growth areas, to enjoy the benefi ts of 
an urban lifestyle, including decreased dependence on 
automobiles; enhanced walkability; reduced commute 
times; easy access to shopping, restaurants, cultural venues 
and events. Th is trend is important to recognize as parks, 
recreation and cultural needs diff er between urban and 
suburban areas. Household sizes are smaller and there is a 
higher demand for accessible open spaces in urban areas.  
Th e high cost of urban land requires more compact and 
effi  cient parks, recreation and cultural facilities.  

Goal 1:  Th e City of Raleigh will provide adequate park 
and open spaces within urbanizing areas of the city.

Objective 1a:    Establish new urban park types 
and acquisition criteria to ensure that every urban 
growth area in the city has adequate access to a mix 
of parks and open space types to meet residents’ 
needs and support the vision from the City’s 2030 
Comprehensive Plan.

Objective 1b:  Establish new public and private 
opportunities that bolster current Open Space 
Facility Fee funds for a variety of parks and open 
spaces.

Objective 1c:  Create new urban parks (pockets 
of ‘Wow!’) throughout urban growth areas using 
proactive planning, partnerships and innovative 
approaches.

Objective 1d:  Utilize existing and future public 
transportation centers, greenway trails and 
pedestrian connections to provide access to parks, 
recreation and cultural opportunities throughout 
growth areas and city-wide.

Objective 1e:  Capitalize on regional and/or state 
resources to meet residents’ recreation and open 
space needs.

Goal 2:  Th e City of Raleigh will respond to urban lifestyle 
needs with attractive, high quality functional urban parks, 
plazas and open spaces.

Objective 2a:  Develop new standards and 
sustainability criteria for urban parks, plazas 
and open spaces that ensure implementation of 
sustainable community principles.

Objective 2b:  Enhance existing downtown public 
spaces to meet urban lifestyles, attract new residents 
and businesses, and provide accessible recreation 
programs and opportunities.

Objective 2c: Continue to engage the public in the 
planning and design of innovative urban parks and 
facilities.

Urban park example at Teardrop Park, NYC (image courtesy of Eli za beth Feli ce lla)
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  4.4.1  Conclusion

With a new vision established for the city’s parks, recreation 
and cultural resources system, along with goals and 
objectives for eight individual subsystems, advancement 
of the themes of the City’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan is 
ensured. As noted, the parks, recreation and cultural 
resources system has been a primary contributing factor 
in the city’ s continued success of regularly being ranked 
among the most livable, family-friendly communities 
in the nation. Th is vision outlines a continuation of 
investment in these contributing community assets and is 
consistent with the vision and themes established by the 
City’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan.

Th e following chapter provides an implementation plan 
that identifi es action items and defi nes roles based on this 
vision.

Yoga in Nash Square, City of Raleigh.

Nature play area at Annie Louise Wilkerson, MD Nature Preserve, City of Raleigh.
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Buddy Sports basketball, Specialized Recreation Services, City of Raleigh.

Downtown festival-goers, City of Raleigh.

Teens arts program participants, City of Raleigh. Anne Gordon Center for Active Adults, Millbrook Exchange Park

Healthy eating class at Saint Monica Teen Center, City of Raleigh.

Greenway trail, City of Raleigh.


