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Pullen Arts Center Improvements Project ARCHETECTURE & ART

INTRODUCTION

The Pullen Arts Center Improvements Project is part of the 2014 Parks and Recreation Bond
Referendum, which will fund the improvement and expansion of the arts center and
surrounding site. The improvements to the arts center will be designed within the guiding
principles established by the Pullen Park Deed and the Pullen Park Master Plan, which was
approved by the City Council in 2002. The Pullen Park Master Plan called for expansion of the
Pullen Arts Center and creation of an outdoor plaza at North Pullen Park.

This project will be performed in two phases. Phase 1 is the Conceptual Study Phase currently
in progress. Phase 2 is the Design and Implementation Phase, which will begin in the spring of
2016 upon the City Council approval of the design concept developed during Phase 1. The
Design Team has completed analysis of the existing building and site conditions and
documented it in an Existing Conditions Report. A Situation Assessment has also been
completed and documented in a Situation Assessment Report. The Conceptual Study Phase
includes three public meetings to solicit public comment and gather input from citizens. The 1
Public Meeting was held on October 13" and served as a visioning session to gather input. The
2" Public Meeting will be held in early 2016 with the intent to present diagram options for
public review and comment. The 3" public Meeting is to present the preferred diagram design
based on the feedback received from the 2" Public Meeting. The preferred diagram design will
also be presented to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and the City Council
for approval before proceeding to the design and implementation phase.

The 1° Public Meeting was held at the Theatre in the Park located on North Pullen Park. The
public comments and input received during this meeting are recorded in this document as

follows:

Documentation Of Public Comments Page 2
Documentation Of CPC Comments Page 7
Public Meeting #1 Synopsis Page 9

All of the comments from posted notes and comment boards are recorded in the
Documentations of Public Comments and CPC Comments. For the summary of the major
issues discussed during the public meeting as well as compilation of the written comments,
refer to the Public Meeting #1 Synopsis on page 9.
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Pullen Arts Center Improvements Project - 10.13.2015 Public Meeting #1

Existing Conditions Board

* Direct pedestrian path to Hillsborough/Pullen
circle to walk to restaurant and shops.

* Too much vehicular circulation.

* (Tight radius) Good for traffic calming! Bike
access too.

Building Entry Orientation Board

. . . | ]
* Bigldea - Please examine an urban solution for r - WHERE 1S THEFRONT DOOR?
the building — at the sidewalk. If we can’t EeE e L % 3 LT :

afford it, please create a “placeholder” for it on 2 A7
Hillsborough Street. it

* | don’t like the car parking and circulation ?:'f Wi
through Pullen area — very intrusive. &‘T n

A: BUILDING ENTRY ORIENTED 1O FACE B: BULDING ENTRY
: ORIENTED TO FAI
HILLSBOROUGH STREET PULLEN ROAD rois

* Courtyard connecting buildings — road aim to
go through the courtyard on a raised,
pedestrian table, but please no parking in the
courtyard. Make it a useable space.

* |t seems that if the plaza is meant to connect
the Arts Center, the Theatre, and the Gregg
Museum, the door for the Arts Center should
relate to the plaza.

* Acceptable if walking connection made . A
stronger. e @ . o

* Direct pedestrian path to Hillsborough/Pullen
circle to walk to restaurant and shops.

* Too much vehicular circulation.
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Pullen Arts Center Improvements Project - 10.13.2015 Public Meeting #1
Building Entry Orientation Board - Continue

* (Tight radius) Good for traffic calming! Bike access too.

* Pedestrian connection to Hillsborough would be preferred.

* Please create synergy between buildings.

* Where it is matters less than a clear way to get there. A view to the end or a view to a
path. An entranceway, so to speak.

* Visibility from Hillsborough a problem.

* Provide access for public transit.

* Maybe a single front door isn’t the solution.

Site Arrangement Board

* An outdoor performance platform or
“theatre”/stage for summer/warm weather
events!

* Front door placement needs to consider carting
of art and equipment into building.

* More space and parking (& safe parking) needed
at TIP. Outdoor acting space/education space
needed. Ball field needs to go? Again, parking
and lighting are a concern. Get rid of

- 1.JWHEN YOU VISIT THE PULLEN ARTS CENTER WHERE Dy .

homeless/loitering outside. ‘:‘:‘“”‘““”"’“"’“""
. ‘TYPESOF&C“VI’TIES.EVEN’T .
* Make Pullen larger — going up! Keep front ! #:::‘.mm*:::::ﬁﬁi"ﬁi@m?&“iﬁl
. . . . | (PLEASE PLACE COMMENTS IN THE SPACE BELOW) ART & DESIG
facing as is. Put offices in basement. =4
* Want gathering space right outside bldg. for Rt

artists to take a break, refresh, share creative
ideas. The creative process happens mostly
outside the studio in thinking and conversation. B

* Different access needs for pedestrians/visitors, art center participants, and children’s
programs and activities.

* Want space for outdoor studio work outside of pottery studio.

* Leave TIP as is; no community circle between PAC & TIP; leave big green area out front
alone (for art fairs, festivals, etc.).

* Picnic tables.

* Parking not further away than existing; drop off/loading at front door.

* Storage in building - lockers too small, bigger lockers may offset parking distance.

* The Theatre needs a voice! Not well represented!

* Consider Dix for Arts space — too limited here.

* Security concern at night with parking in gravel lot.

* Are there any restrictions from Pullen heirs/deed?
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Pullen Arts Center Improvements Project - 10.13.2015 Public Meeting #1

Plaza Area Board

EXISTING CONDITIONS L

* None of the 6 options at the bottom are very
plaza-like. Since a woodsy conversation
space with paths is already planned on the
Gregg property, an open plaza may be more
useful here.

* This looks just like NCSU campus - a little
boring - too industrial.

¢ Like courtyard between Arts and TIP - Plaza
as outdoor center - Living room.

* Flowers.

* | think we need to decide the activity of the
space before choosing a “style” or image! (2
“agrees” from others written on this
comment).

* We need flowers, not just pavement and
grass.

* Hard to choose a concept without knowing the connection between this Theatre and
Pullen Arts - this goes for the front door, too.

* Have your “Community Plaza” in the Cedar Circle —it’s already the right shape.

* We need a Real Big Idea — how to make this a collaborative arts center!

¢ All beautiful. Hard to pick. Not sure of purpose.

Survey Data on Pullen Arts Center Board

]

* Glaze area doesn’t have enough seated area B v e v s oo nucs no A A
BELOW TO MAKE YOUR SELECTION ¥ YOU DID NOT HAVE AN OPPORTUNDY 1O TAKE THE ONUNE S v
for potters to do intricate glazing (painting) on | WHATARE T GROTEST DS ANO CHALENGE AT YOUSE I THECURRENTPOLEN
pieces.

* Space for classes at the same time studios are o
available for use. ' Sy

W NEED FOR COMMON AREAS / SPacts B B O

WHAT ARE THE GREATEST PROGRAM NEEDS IN THE CURRENT PULLEN ARTS CENTER?

B AALABLITY OF BEGRING LEVEL CLASSES
. AVALASLITY OF RTTRAMEDIATE JADVANCED LEVAL |

- SCHEDIAL J AVALABLITY OF CUASIESS FOR CHD

- OMDAL/ AARABRITY OF CLasses 1o At 9 8
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Pullen Arts Center Improvements Project - 10.13.2015 Public Meeting #1

Survey Data on North Pullen Park Board

¢ Don’t cut old growth.

O MARE YOUR FELECTION F YOU DIO NOT HAVE AN OPPORTUNTY 10 TAKE THE ONUNE SURVER:

* CUt trees If you need to and plant more in their N WHICH WAYS COULD NORTH PULLEN PARK BE IMPROVED?
place- - Vwil:\f“f‘:&"fzu:?: 2
* Like trees in park - with signage. T ———

¢ Studio space outside pottery studio. And an
outdoor firing (raku) area.

¥ OF THE PARK AND BULOINGS FROM THE STREETS ND)

PACES FOR MAKNG AT OUTDOORS BN

& nocowcEns 999
B 5Ot NOUGHSIACE D09

- et Q@

Comments Board

* Better ventilation; make easier to get large E gm_cgmme:@uum.um R |
pieces in & out of the building; gallery space to
show art — maybe in Gregg & Theatre in the
Park.

* | never have a parking issue BUT the theater
will not hesitate to use Pullen’s spaces at night
when there’s a show and one must NEVER use
the theater spaces during the day when there’s
no show.

* Parking; safety; theater space; education space.

¢ Studios for artists — or more personal studio
spaces rented out and/or connected to larger
studio spaces.

* The Master Planning Committee placed a great
value in preserving the trees and open spaces.
These are precious and not replaceable. Please
carry that concern into this next phase.
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Pullen Arts Center Improvements Project - 10.13.2015 Public Meeting #1

Comments Board - Continue

* A big concern for North Pullen development should be connectivity with South Pullen
Park. What could be considered? A pedestrian bridge over the train tracks perhaps?
Also, how much vehicular passage should happen around the baseball fields? What
should be the balance between pedestrians/bicycles and vehicles? How will the existing
“default” unpaved parking areas be reworked? How to preserve the green space while
making better connections and movement for all stakeholders?

* Display art; drop of big pieces and pickup of art.

* Laser cutter; 3D printers; like building a community for artist to gather and share ideas
and concepts; an Art Center which is part of the community; enhance 2 & 3D art.

* Needs: more specialized studio spaces, ventilation for art processes, indoor/outdoor art
spaces, expand program offerings for adult studio art classes like more book arts,
papermaking, textile classes & spaces to support those.

* Parking for Arts Center needs to consider artists carrying art/tools/etc. in and out of
building.

. 3¢ story? With elevator for access? Expand on Hillsborough Street side?

* Think about the Nasher Museum at Duke — a central area and galleries
offshooting/radiating from the center. At Pullen, a central area could be multipurpose to
expand some classes if needed.

* Reskin arts building with arts courtyards; use similar elements to dress up rear of
theater; spend money on pedestrian bridge to connect north and south park; move
Johnson Birth House back.

* Feature the Armory, which has a stronger historical presence architecturally.
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Pullen Arts Center Improvements Project - 10.13.2015 Public Meeting #1

Existing Conditions Board

* Roger Manley: Basic idea of an arts plaza from original master plan is a good one.
Consider multi-use area, not just conversation pit — outdoor classes, demonstrations,
group gatherings, art sales, art festival booths, not just paths & benches.

* David Millsaps: Keeping the existing Arts Center structure and enhance while
celebrating its architectural roots.

Building Entry Orientation Board

* Gary Gardenhire: Building entry / expansion footprint needs to be N or W of bldg. in
order to not further compact the areas between the bldgs.

* Roger Manley: Opening on the east, toward parking, pedestrian links to other facilities
(Gregg & Theatre) seems to make the most sense — depends on traffic flow, unloading
passengers, participants, supplies, etc.

Site Arrangement Board

* No comments from CPC

Plaza Area Board

* Roger Manley: Avoid over determined uses. More important for space to be adaptable
to multiple uses - traditional park, arts, museum, outdoor recreation, games, and other
activities should be encouraged.

* David Millsaps: Outdoor classrooms have the potential to activate the grounds &
extend the space used by the Arts Center.

Survey Data on Pullen Arts Center Board

* David Millsaps: Are these surveys statistically accurate? Only one vote per category
when they were given?

Survey Data on North Pullen Park Board

* No comments from CPC
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Comments Board

Alvin E. Headen: Larger gallery display space - inside

* Gary Gardenhire:

A) Master Plan does not address tractor trailer access to TIP.

B) Without ample parking available, TIP cannot operate here (shows / events /
rehearsals).

C) There has been no allowance for any expansion of TIP.

D) There is an incompatibility between the adjacent baseball field & TIP.

E) The proposed plaza eliminates a substantial part of the accessible parking now
existing. The gardens that currently exist should not be lost / demolished. The area
is unmatched in Raleigh.

Note: A Christmas Carol rehearsals create the need for ~ 115+ parking spaces (cast 75-
95, crew 5-15, musicians 5-10, parents 25-40). Shows (cast 20 +/-, crew 10,
musicians 5-10 + 160 cars for patrons).

David Millsaps: Landscaping should definitively separate the park from the NC State

Campus. More variety of precedents should be presented to the public.
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Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2015
Time: 6:00 —8:00 PM
Location: Theatre in the Park
Topic: Visioning / Gathering Input From Citizens
Attendees:
City of Raleigh:  James Marapoti, Shawsheen Baker, Belva Parker, Eliza Kiser
Clearscapes: Steve Schuster, Mon Peng Yueh
DHM Design: Graham Smith, Jeremy Arnett

CPC Members:  Patrick Beggs, Brent Belvin, Katherine Cherry, Laurent de Comarmond,
Gary Gardenhire, Alvin Headen, Roger Manley, Jessica Puckett, Sallie
Ricks, Amy Veatch, Vincent Whitehurst, Malinda Bird Wilson, David
Millsaps, Clodagh Bastian,

General Public:  Estimate @ 35 attendees

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Vehicular Circulation and Parking:
* There is too much vehicular circulation - very intrusive.
* Thisis a park - want to maintain the park setting and limit asphalt.
* Parking needs: more parking spaces; better lighting at parking areas; consider the need of
artists carrying arts supplies & tools in and out of building; better way finding signage.

Pedestrian Circulation:
* Want pedestrian connection to Hillsborough Street / Pullen Circle.
* Want strong pedestrian connection among buildings.
* Want connectivity with South Pullen Park, perhaps via a pedestrian bridge over the railroad
tracks.

Cedar Circle:

* There is no known significance to the circle shape, but the preservation of trees and open
space were deemed important by the 2002 Master Plan Committee Members.

* Andrew Johnson’s birthplace was moved to this circle at one point in it’s history, but has
since been moved again to Mordecai where is has resided since 1975, according to
NCPedia.org.

* There were suggestions of using the circle for parking, for picnic area, and as a community
plaza.

* Some say don’t cut old growth and others say cut trees if needed, but plant more in their
place.
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Building Entry Orientation:

Majority of responses favor building entry to orient toward parking space / Gregg Museum
/ plaza space.

10.13.2015 Public Meeting Results

A — building entry oriented to face Hillsborough Street received 1/12 dots = 8%

B — building entry oriented to face Pullen Road received 1/12 dots = 8%

C — building entry oriented to face Theatre in the Park received 4/12 dots = 33%

D — building entry oriented to face parking and Gregg Museum received 6/12 dots = 50%

10.17.2015 Fall Arts Fair Results

A — building entry oriented to face Hillsborough Street received 7/29 dots = 24%

B — building entry oriented to face Pullen Road received 7/29 dots = 24%

C — building entry oriented to face Theatre in the Park received 3/29 dots = 10%

D — building entry oriented to face parking and Gregg Museum received 12/29 dots = 41%

Plaza Area / Outdoor Area:

Most attendees were in favor of having a plaza area between Pullen Arts Center and
Theatre in the Park as shown by the number of dots placed on the survey board. They
expressed a desire to create synergy among the buildings and to create a collaborative arts
center.
The few who were against having a plaza area wanted the garden at Theatre in the Park to
remain as is and consider Dorothea Dix Campus for the expansion needs.
Ideas expressed regarding the plaza space:
o can have cars travel through plaza on raised pedestrian table, but no parking in the
plaza.
o make plaza a multi-functioning space, different from the meandering paths already
planned on the Gregg Museum property.
o
Characteristics of plaza space:
o Don’t want it to look like NCSU campus, a little boring and too industrial
o Need flowers, not just pavement and grass

Other outdoor space needs:
o Outdoor studio work space outside of pottery studio and an outdoor Raku firing
area.
o Gathering space for artists to take a break, refresh and share ideas
o Outdoor performance and education space

10 of 11

311-200 W. Martin Street | Raleigh, NC 27601 | P: 919.821.2775 F: 919.821.0804 | www.clearscapes.com



PUBLIC MEETING #1 SYNOPSIS CLE-A-RSC-A—PES

ARCHITECTURE + ART

Pullen Arts Center Improvements Project

Pullen Arts Center Needs:
* Many have indicated that the building is not very visible from the streets.
* There is general agreement of the following needs based on the survey results:

o Larger and more studio / working spaces

Better studio equipment and amenities

More storage spaces for arts supply

More and larger storage spaces for students

Better ventilation for art processes.

Gallery area for art display

Natural light in studios

More adult classes and more at the intermediate / advanced levels.

O O O O O O O
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